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We generally design our SCOs (which we also refer to as lessons) to be able to be 
completed by a learner in less than 15 minutes. We’ve found that this avoids 
information overload and gives the learner well spaced stopping points. 
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The Manifest File must be located in the root of the Content Package and named 
‘imsmanifest.xml’. The remaining file structure of the content package is completely up 
to you, even when including multiple SCOs, as long as the references contained in the 
manifest file correctly identify the location of the launching files, metadata files or any 
other files that the LMS might need to find within the package. 
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http://www.imsglobal.org/xsd/imsmd_rootv1p2p1
http://www.adlnet.org/xsd/adlcp_rootv1p2%20adlcp_rootv1p2.xsd
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The meta-data structure, whether in-line or external is defined in Section 5 of the 
SCORM 2004 (1.3) Conformance Requirements (CR). Note that several other areas of the 
manifest also use this setup for referencing meta-data. 
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The SCORM specification does not require that an LMS recognize and import the 
organization structure itself – only that it be able to import and launch SCOs and assets 
that are defined within the resources node and referenced by item nodes within in the 
organizations node. 
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An Asset is simply a file or group of files that can be launched by the LMS. Assets differ 
from SCOs in that they do not communicate with the LMS in any way. 
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For a complete explanation of the structure and elements included in the manifest, refer 
to Section 3 of the SCORM 2004 (1.3) Conformance Requirements (CR). 
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In most cases, the API is visible in the HTML code of the LMS window as an object, 

embed or applet tag. 

 

 

Section 3.2.1 of the SCORM 2004 (1.3) Run Time Environment (RTE) outlines the 
locations and process that the SCO should use to find the API. 

 

 
 

The ADL has made an “API wrapper” publicly available for use when developing SCOs. 
This wrapper is a file that you can include with your SCO that contains pre-written 
javascript functions for finding and accessing the API as well as for sending and receiving 
data. The wrapper is available on the ADL’s website at http://www.adlnet.org 

 

http://www.adlnet.org/


 

 
  14 



 

 
  15 



 

 
  16 



 

 
  17 

 
 

A SCORM-compliant SCO is only required to call the Initialize and Terminate 

methods – all other method calls are optional. This will not result in any status or scores 
being passed, but will notify the LMS that the SCO was successfully launched and exited.  

 

 

A complete listing of the data model elements and their descriptions can be found in 
Section 4.2 of the SCORM Run-Time Environment (RTE). 
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http://www.icslearninggroup.com/resources/helloworld.zip
http://www.icslearninggroup.com/

